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Abstract 

Arundhati Roy's perspective on transnational solidarity and global justice offers insights into 

interconnected global issues, inspiring activism and critiquing power structures. Through her 

advocacy for marginalized communities and critique of imperialism and capitalism, Roy 

promotes collaboration to address challenges like economic inequality and environmental 

degradation. Her active involvement in social movements demonstrates a commitment to 

enacting change and rallying support for justice. Examining her perspective fosters solidarity, 

informing strategies for building a more equitable world. Roy's vision encompasses a call for 

collective action, inspiring scholars and activists to envision and work towards a future rooted 

in justice and dignity for all. 
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I. Introduction 

Arundhati Roy is a prominent Indian author, activist, and public intellectual known for her 

passionate advocacy on a range of social and political issues, including transnational solidarity 

and global justice. In her writings and speeches, Roy often critiques systems of power and 

oppression, including imperialism, capitalism, and the exploitation of marginalized 

communities. One of Roy's central arguments is that true justice cannot be achieved within the 

confines of national boundaries; instead, it requires solidarity and collaboration across borders. 

She emphasizes the interconnectedness of struggles for justice around the world, whether it's 

the fight against environmental destruction, economic inequality, or human rights abuses. [1-3]  

 

Roy's perspective on transnational solidarity and global justice is deeply rooted in her 

own experiences and observations. As an Indian writer, she has often highlighted the impact of 

globalization and neoliberal policies on marginalized communities in her country and beyond. 

She has been a vocal critic of corporate greed and environmental degradation, particularly in 

the context of large-scale development projects that displace indigenous peoples and devastate 

ecosystems. Moreover, Roy's activism extends beyond writing. She has been actively involved 

in various social movements and protests, both in India and internationally. [4] Through her 

advocacy work, she seeks to amplify the voices of those who are marginalized and oppressed, 

and to challenge the structures of power that perpetuate injustice on a global scale. 
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Overall, Arundhati Roy's writings and activism on transnational solidarity and global 

justice underscore the importance of recognizing our shared humanity and collective 

responsibility to create a more just and equitable world. Her work serves as a powerful reminder 

of the need for solidarity across borders in the pursuit of social and environmental justice.[5] 

 

II. Reviews of literature 

Arundhati Roy, renowned for her literary prowess and activism, stands as a beacon in the realm 

of transnational solidarity and global justice movements. Roy's multifaceted engagement with 

social, political, and environmental issues resonates deeply with the foundational principles of 

equality and justice. Monaco (2019) offers an intriguing perspective on Roy's transmodern 

intellectual viewpoint, particularly evident in "The Ministry of Utmost Happiness." Roy's 

narrative seamlessly blends anti-global activism with literary imagination, reflecting decolonial 

and postcolonial discussions. This hybrid approach serves to illuminate gender challenges, 

ethnic tensions, and ecological sensitivities, thereby contributing to broader conversations on 

transnational ethics. Roy's activism extends beyond the realm of literature, as highlighted by 

Hardtmann (2016). The author's involvement in Dalit politics underscores her commitment to 

forging transnational connections and combating marginalization. Roy's participation in global 

justice movements, such as the World Social Forums, underscores her efforts to mobilize 

international support and challenge oppressive state structures. Furthermore, Roy's engagement 

with contemporary issues, such as terrorism, adds a nuanced dimension to discussions on global 

justice. Chapman (2007) traces Roy's journey from winning the Booker Prize for "The God of 

Small Things" to becoming a prominent figure in India's resistance movements. Roy's ability 

to bridge her literary acclaim with grassroots activism exemplifies a new wave of intellectual 

and political engagement, fostering global awareness and solidarity. Nevertheless, Roy's 

activism is not without critique. Mishra (2016) offers a critical assessment of Roy's engagement 

with Dalit politics, raising questions about her approach to fostering dialogue and solidarity. 

While Roy's solidarity with marginalized communities is commendable, Mishra highlights 

potential shortcomings in her tactics and messaging. Despite these critiques, Roy's 

contributions to transnational solidarity and global justice movements remain undeniably 

significant. Through her literary activism and grassroots organizing, Roy amplifies the voices 

of the marginalized, challenges oppressive power structures, and fosters dialogue and solidarity 

across borders. In an increasingly interconnected world fraught with inequality and injustice, 

Roy's work serves as a potent reminder of the power of literature and activism to effect 

meaningful change. Various scholars have explored the dynamics of transnational activism and 

its impact on global justice movements. Hardtmann (2016) delved into the strategies employed 

by Dalit feminists to contest their marginalized status through international connections, while 

Rucht (2015) examined the significance of the World Social Forum as a platform for 

contemporary global justice movements. Additionally, Rajagopal (2017) analysed the 

theoretical challenges posed by transnational social movements on international law, 

advocating for a reconceptualization of legal frameworks. Dhawan (2012) investigated the role 

of transnational counter public spheres in enabling resistance for marginalized communities, 

and Milani and Keraghel (2017) highlighted the complexities surrounding sustainable 

development and its intersections with globalization and political action. 
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III. Importance of Transnational Solidarity 

Transnational solidarity is a linchpin in the pursuit of global justice, serving as a potent antidote 

to the entrenched forces of inequality, exploitation, and marginalization that afflict societies 

worldwide. At its core, transnational solidarity acknowledges the intrinsic interconnectedness 

of human experiences and struggles, transcending arbitrary borders and divisions. By fostering 

empathy, understanding, and mutual support across geographical and cultural boundaries, 

solidarity amplifies the voices of those often silenced or ignored, empowering marginalized 

communities to assert their rights and demand accountability from power structures. Moreover, 

in an increasingly interconnected world where the consequences of actions reverberate far 

beyond national borders, transnational solidarity offers a vital framework for addressing shared 

challenges, from climate change and economic injustice to systemic racism and gender 

inequality. In essence, transnational solidarity not only challenges the status quo but also 

embodies a vision of collective action and mutual aid that is indispensable for building a more 

just and equitable global society. [6-8]  

 

IV. Arundhati Roy's commitment to advocating for marginalized communities and 

critiquing systems of power. 

Arundhati Roy's commitment to advocating for marginalized communities and critiquing 

systems of power is deeply ingrained in both her literary works and her activism. Through her 

writing, Roy shines a spotlight on the voices and experiences of those who are often 

marginalized or oppressed, whether they be indigenous communities displaced by large-scale 

development projects or impoverished individuals struggling against the forces of 

globalization. Her novels, essays, and speeches serve as powerful platforms for articulating the 

injustices faced by these communities and challenging the systems of power that perpetuate 

their suffering. Moreover, Roy's activism extends beyond the realm of literature. She actively 

participates in grassroots movements and protests, standing in solidarity with marginalized 

groups and amplifying their demands for justice. Whether it's advocating for the rights of tribal 

communities fighting against land dispossession or speaking out against the ravages of 

corporate greed and environmental destruction, Roy fearlessly confronts the structures of 

power that exploit and marginalize the most vulnerable. [9]  

 

Central to Roy's critique is a dismantling of the dominant narratives propagated by 

global capitalism, imperialism, and neoliberal policies. She exposes how these systems 

prioritize profit over people, perpetuating inequality and injustice on a global scale. By 

challenging these entrenched power structures, Roy seeks to create space for alternative visions 

of society rooted in principles of equity, justice, and dignity for all. In essence, Arundhati Roy's 

commitment to advocating for marginalized communities and critiquing systems of power is 

not only a hallmark of her literary and activist endeavours but also a testament to her 

unwavering dedication to social justice and human rights. Through her work, she inspires 

others to confront oppression and envision a world where power is wielded not to oppress, but 

to uplift and empower the most marginalized among us. [10]  

 



Webology (ISSN: 1735-188X) 

Volume 18, Number 2, 2021 

 

3113                                                                    http://www.webology.org 

V. Roy's key arguments regarding the interconnectedness of struggles for justice 

and the need for collaboration. 

Arundhati Roy emphasizes the interconnectedness of struggles for justice across the globe, 

arguing that the challenges faced by marginalized communities are intertwined and cannot be 

effectively addressed in isolation. She contends that issues such as economic inequality, 

environmental degradation, and human rights abuses transcend national boundaries, 

necessitating collaboration and solidarity among diverse groups and movements. Roy 

highlights how the exploitation of resources and labour in one part of the world often leads to 

the displacement and impoverishment of communities elsewhere. She illustrates how the 

impacts of globalization, corporate greed, and imperialist policies reverberate across 

continents, affecting the lives and livelihoods of people everywhere. [11]  

 

Furthermore, Roy argues that solidarity across borders is essential for challenging the 

systems of power that perpetuate injustice and oppression. By uniting in common cause, 

activists and marginalized communities can pool their resources, knowledge, and strengths to 

resist exploitation and advocate for systemic change. Roy’s advocacy for collaboration extends 

beyond rhetoric to active engagement in grassroots movements and protests, where she stands 

in solidarity with those fighting against injustice in various forms. Through her actions and 

writings, Roy underscores the importance of recognizing our shared humanity and collective 

responsibility to work towards a more just and equitable world. [12]  

 

VI. Roy's active involvement in social movements and protests, illustrating her 

dedication to enacting change 

Arundhati Roy's commitment to enacting change extends far beyond the realm of rhetoric, as 

she actively engages in social movements and protests to challenge injustice and amplify the 

voices of marginalized communities. Renowned for her fearless activism, Roy's participation 

in grassroots initiatives serves as a testament to her dedication to creating tangible, 

transformative outcomes. Whether standing alongside indigenous communities resisting land 

dispossession, advocating for environmental protection, or protesting against corporate 

exploitation, Roy consistently demonstrates her unwavering solidarity with those fighting for 

justice. Her involvement is not merely symbolic; rather, it is deeply rooted in a belief in the 

power of collective action to effect meaningful change. Roy understands that progress is forged 

through tireless advocacy and grassroots mobilization, and she is willing to put herself on the 

front lines in pursuit of a more equitable and just world.  

 

Moreover, Roy's active engagement in social movements serves to inspire others and 

galvanize support for causes that might otherwise go unnoticed. Through her actions, she 

encourages individuals to recognize their agency and the potential for transformative change 

when communities come together in solidarity. In essence, Arundhati Roy's participation in 

social movements and protests is a testament to her unwavering commitment to enacting 

change and her belief in the power of collective action to challenge systems of oppression and 

build a more just society. Her activism not only amplifies the voices of marginalized 
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communities but also serves as a rallying cry for all those who seek to create a world rooted in 

justice, equality, and dignity for all. [13]  

 

VII. Examining Roy's perspective on transnational solidarity and global justice 

The purpose of examining Arundhati Roy's perspective on transnational solidarity and global 

justice is multifaceted: 

 

a) Insight into Global Issues: Roy's analysis provides valuable insights into the complex 

and interconnected global issues of our time, such as economic inequality, 

environmental degradation, and human rights abuses. By understanding these issues 

through her perspective, scholars and activists gain a deeper understanding of the root 

causes and potential solutions. 

 

b) Inspiration for Activism: Roy's activism serves as a source of inspiration and 

motivation for individuals and groups engaged in social justice movements worldwide. 

Examining her approach to advocacy and solidarity can inform and empower those 

seeking to enact meaningful change in their own communities. 

 

c) Critique of Power Structures: Roy's critique of power structures sheds light on the 

ways in which systems of oppression operate on a global scale. By examining her 

analysis of imperialism, capitalism, and neoliberalism, scholars can better understand 

the mechanisms through which inequality and injustice are perpetuated, and how they 

might be challenged. 

 

d) Promotion of Solidarity: Roy's emphasis on transnational solidarity underscores the 

importance of collaboration and mutual support in addressing global challenges. 

Studying her perspective can help foster a greater sense of solidarity among diverse 

groups and movements, leading to more effective collective action. 

 

e) Vision for a Just World: Through her writing and activism, Roy articulates a vision of 

a more just and equitable world. Examining her perspective on global justice allows 

scholars and activists to envision alternative futures and explore strategies for building 

a more inclusive and sustainable society. 

 

In summary, examining Arundhati Roy's perspective on transnational solidarity and 

global justice serves to deepen our understanding of global issues, inspire activism, critique 

power structures, promote solidarity, and envision a more just world for all. [14]  

 

VIII. Conclusion 

In conclusion, Indian feminist literature stands as a profound catalyst for societal 

transformation by reimagining traditional constructs of motherhood and family dynamics. 

Through intricate narratives and incisive critiques, authors challenge entrenched notions of 

womanhood, unveiling the multifaceted nature of motherhood beyond mere biological roles. 
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These narratives critique patriarchal family structures, exposing inequalities and injustices, 

while intersectional perspectives highlight the diverse experiences shaped by intersecting 

identities. Within the complexities of mother-daughter relationships, authors navigate the 

interplay of tradition and modernity, fostering nuanced portrayals. Despite depicting struggles, 

the literature also offers narratives of resistance and empowerment, where women assert 

agency and envision alternative futures grounded in equality. In essence, Indian feminist 

literature serves as a powerful tool for social change, inviting readers to confront biases, 

interrogate power dynamics, and strive for a more inclusive and just society. Through 

storytelling, it continues to inspire critical reflection and dialogue towards a more equitable 

world. 
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